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Chapter	23:		The	Reconstruction	Era	
To	what	extent	did	Reconstruction	bring	African	Americans	to	full	citizenship?	
Students	will	be	able	to:	

• cite	purposes	and	examples	of	black	codes.		
• identify	the	effects	of	the	Freedmen’s	Bureau.		
• examine	the	Thirteenth,	Fourteenth,	and	Fifteenth	Amendments	and	their	role	in	

Reconstruction.		
• trace	the	relationship	between	President	Johnson	and	Congress.		
• illustrate	the	effects	of	Reconstruction	on	African	Americans’	pursuit	of	full	

citizenship.		
• identify	the	factors	that	caused	African	Americans	to	leave	the	South.		

	
DBQ:		Who	Killed	Reconstruction?	
Who,	North	or	South,	was	most	responsible	for	the	end	of	Reconstruction?	
Students	will	be	able	to	

• analyze	primary	source	documents.	
• write	a	well	thought	out	Claim-Evidence-Reasoning	paragraph	answering	the	

DBQ	question.	
	
	
Name	______________________________________				Teacher	_______________________________________	





 
 

Ch.	23	Reconstruction	Era	
Definition	

	
Illustration	

Reconstruction (333) 	

freedmen (324)	 	

black codes (325) 	

civil rights (326)	 	

scalawags (328) 
	

	

carpetbaggers (328)	 	

Jim Crow laws (333)	 	

Thirteenth Amendment 	

Fourteenth Amendment 	

Fifteenth Amendment 	
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The Reconstruction Era 1© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute

Suppose that you are an emancipated slave in the South at the end of the Civil War. What changes 
do you hope for your new life? On a separate sheet of paper, write about three ways you imagine 
your life will change now that you have your freedom.

Key Content Terms
As you complete the Reading Notes, use these terms in your answers.

Reconstruction black codes Fifteenth Amendment
Thirteenth Amendment civil rights Jim Crow laws
Freedmen’s Bureau Fourteenth Amendment 

Section 2 

To what extent did Reconstruction bring  
African Americans closer to full citizenship?

The Reconstruction Era

P R E V I E W

R E A D I N G  N O T E S

1. What were President Johnson’s two major  
aims for Reconstruction? Circle the aim 
that was achieved by the Thirteenth 
Amendment. 

2.  Who established the Freedmen’s Bureau, 
and what was its purpose? List three  
activities of the bureau that helped it  
carry out its purpose.
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Purpose:


Activities
1.

2.

3.
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3.  Complete the chart to show how new Southern state governments limited African Americans 
in the South. 

Black Codes Enacted During Presidential Reconstruction

Purpose Example

Section 3

1. How did the Radical Republicans’ aim for Reconstruction differ from President Johnson’s? 
What two new laws passed by Congress helped them achieve this aim?

2.  Place an adjective on the line below to describe the relationship between Congress and  
President Johnson during presidential Reconstruction. In each oval, give an example of  
this relationship. 

Congress and President Johnson  
had a/an _____________________ relationship.
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Radical Republican’s Aim:

Law 1:

Law 2:
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1.  Who was banned by Congress from voting, and who were the three groups of new voters in 
the South? Write each answer on top of the appropriate symbol.  

2.  What important lesson did Republicans learn in the 1868 presidential election of  
Ulysses S. Grant?

3.  Why did the House of Representatives impeach President Johnson? What was the outcome 
of the impeachment trial?

4.  Why did many sharecroppers end up in poverty and debt?

Section 4 
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Why?




Outcome?
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3.  On the spoke diagram, write a one-sentence summary of each change during  
Southern Reconstruction.

Section 5 

1.  Complete the flowchart to show the development and effects of violence against African  
Americans in the South.

New State 
Governments

African Americans 
in Office

Fifteenth 
Amendment

New State 
Constitutions

Changes Under 
Southern 

Reconstruction

Southern Democrats tried to use legal means to keep blacks from 
voting or taking office.
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2.  What was the dispute in the presidential 
election of 1876? How was it resolved?

3. How did the 1876 election affect African 
Americans in the South?

Section 6

1.  How did Southern Democrats reverse  
gains made during Reconstruction in  
each of these areas? 

 Education:

 Voting rights:

 Segregation:

2.  Make a sketch to illustrate the results of 
Plessy v. Ferguson. Include a caption that 
explains the Supreme Court’s decision  
in the case and the consequences of  
that decision.
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Dispute:








Resolved:
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1.  List two factors that pushed African  
Americans out of the South after  
Reconstruction and two factors that  
pulled them toward the North.

2.  Write one sentence to describe the  
experience of African Americans in  
each region at the end of the 1800s.

 The North:

 The West:

 The South:

I N T E R A C T I V E  S T U D E N T  N O T E B O O K

P R O C E S S I N G

Section 7

On a separate sheet of paper, create an illustration of a road that shows the important events of 
Reconstruction and their impact on African Americans’ journey toward full citizenship. Your 
road should

full citizenship during Reconstruction. For example, hills, twists, and turns away from full 
citizenship might show setbacks, while straight paths and bridges might show progress.

Reconstruction. Stop signs, potholes, and roadblocks might show events that prevented 
progress toward full citizenship. High-speed-limit signs or freeway signs might show events 
that helped African Americans to achieve their goals.

closer to full citizenship.

Pull factors

Push factors
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Scoring Rubric: 

Evidence of 

Learning 

4 3 2 1 0 

SS: Claim Provides a strong & 

convincing claim 

that is based on 

sources, facts, and 

details. 

Provides an adequate 

claim that is based on 

sources, facts, and 

details. 

Provides a claim 

that is not clearly 

stated or is loosely 

based on sources, 

facts, and details. 

The claim (if 

stated) includes 

little or no use of 

sources, facts, 

and details. 

Missing 

SS: Evidence Historically 

accurate, clearly 

credited, evidence 

is smoothly 

integrated, 

comprehensive, 

relevant & logical. 

 Historically accurate 

evidence is credited 

and integrated, though 

it may be general 

 Evidence from 

sources may not be 

credited, is loosely 

integrated, vague, 

uneven, or 

extraneous 

Use of evidence 

from sources is 

minimal, 

unrelated, 

repetitive, or 

irrelevant. 

Missing. 

SS: 

Reasoning 

Clearly and 

effectively 

elaborates by using 

precise 

words/language, 

purposeful 

connections, and 

specific details. 

Adequately elaborates 

by using general 

words/language, and 

connections. 

Elaboration is not 

specific, is weak, or 

is inconsistent. 

Elaboration 

interferes with the 

meaning of the 

text or uses 

poor/inappropriate 

word choice. 

Missing. 

CER Score:        /12 

Conventions: 

CUPS 

Capitalization/punct

uation, no errors. 

Effective grammar. 

Spelling errors on 

uncommon words. 

Capitalization/punctua

tion, few errors.; Few 

grammar errors.  

Spelling errors in 

common words/ 

common 

punctuation.  

Capitalization/;pun

ctuation errors 

distract from 

meaning.  Spelling 

errors are 

frequent. 

Not proofread. 

Conventions:: 

In-text 

Citations 

In addition to a 3, 

No errors in MLA 

In-text Citation 

formatting. 

Complete in-text 

citation and accurate 

source information 

and no more than one 

minor error in citation 

formatting. 

Complete in-text 

citation but with 

some inaccurate 

source information. 

2 or more errors in 

citation formatting. 

Significant in-text 

citation & 

formatting errors. 

No citation 

given. 

Conventions score:         /8 
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President)Notes)
!

#_______!!!!!_______________________________________________________________________!
!
Details:)

Successes:)

Failures:)

Interesting)Facts:)

Remembered)For:)

!
*It’s!your!choice!where!you!put!the!information!from!the!videos…this!chart!is!simply!to!help!you!organize.!!
Sometimes,!it’s!difficult!to!determine!if!an!action!is!a!success!or!failure.!!Make!your!best!“guess”.!
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