Dialectic Notes
Reading is too often a passive experience for students. You sit down with a book, pass your eyes over the words, and say that you have done the reading assignment. However, you have not really read this book. In order to truly enjoy and understand a book, you must dive into it head first. You must think about what you are reading, make predictions, and ask questions. This type of reading is called active reading. 
How to properly take dialectic notes:

· Write down passages that really made you think. The more honest you are, the more you will gain.

· Be sure to use examples in your responses and be specific.

· Use various forms of responses instead of using the same form over and over.

Possible responses: Connect to your life, connect to other text/media, ask a question, make a prediction, or share your reaction.
	Content
	Response

	Page2- “That night-when so much began and so many things changed forever- Meggie had one of her favorite books under her pillow..” 
	Good Example

This seems like the author is foreshadowing something very important. What could change forever? Maybe something happens to her dad because that is the only other character we know.

	That night-when so much began and so many things changed forever- Meggie had one of her favorite books under her pillow.
	Bad Example

I wonder what this means?

	Page 4- 
 “The books in Mo and Meggie’s house were stacked under tables, on chairs, in the corner of the rooms. There were books in the kitchen and books in the lavatory. Books on the TV set and in the closet, small piles of books, tall piles of books, books thick and thin, books old and new.”
	Good Example

This reminds me of the library scene in Beauty and the Beast. So many books that all you see are books! They are obviously book lovers.

	 The books in mo and meggies house we stacked under tables, on chairs, in the corner of the rooms.
	Bad Example

That’s a lot of books. 

	Page 8- “ Some books should be tasted

Some devoured, 

But only a few

Should be chewed and digested thoroughly”


	Good Example

Meggie says she used to think that this sign was actually about eating books, but now she knows what it means. I don’t know what it means though! Is it talking about the way that you read books?

	 “ Some books should be tasted

Some devoured, 

But only a few

Should be chewed and digested thoroughly”
	Bad Example

I wonder what this means?


How not to take dialectic notes:

· If you give the same response for every quote – you are just giving one response.

· If your response is so general that it will fit any novel, you will not gain anything from this assignment

· If you forget to add page numbers, you will not be able to participate in the book meeting
· If you only write the shortest quotes possible, you will not gain anything from this assignment

Vocabulary
You cannot guess. These must be dictionary definitions.
Page Number: Word: Definition

Pg 6: Supercilious: full of contempt and arrogance

Pg 6: Foreboding: ominous: indicating, warning, or suggesting that something undesirable is likely to happen
Pg 21: Precarious:  unsafe: dangerously unstable, unsteady, uncertain, or insecure

RAFT
RAFT writing asks you to consider the best role, audience, format, and topic to use when writing. Sometimes it is best to write from your own perspective, but other times it is best to write from another person’s perspective. A different audience will also change your writing. For example, a letter from a patriot to King George III would sound very different than a letter from a loyalist to King George III. When writing your response, your RAFT will be set up in the following way:

Role: One of the main characters, the author, yourself

Audience: One of the main characters, Supporting characters, the author, yourself

Format: Letter, Journal, Blog- Must be ½ page long

Topic: Will typically be given to you 

Example:
    RAFT

Role: The author

Audience: The readers

Format: Blog

Topic: What you should have learned about the characters and setting in the first few chapters. 

Thanks for choosing my book! I am glad that you have made such a wise decision, and I’m sure that you will love it. At this point, you should be have finished reading the first three chapters. These are very important chapters! I tell you a lot about the characters and setting in this first part of the book. One thing that I hope you noticed is that the main character is fair haired, 12 year old Meggie. She lives with her dad, Mo. He has dark hair. You should also know that the setting is currently a rainy day at the end of May in a messy house with books everywhere. 

Another character that you have met is Dustfinger. I allow Meggie to explain many things about Dustfinger to you. In chapter one, I tell you that Dustfinger and Mo know each other. However, Meggie notices that Mo double locks the door behind him, which is my way of telling you that Mo is nervous about Dustfinger being there. Meggie doesn’t trust him either. 

Keep reading to find out if Dustfinger is dangerous or not!

