Name: ___________________
Lit-based Expository Outline     
Introductory Paragraph
Hook - Use some unique way of getting the reader’s attention and introducing the focus of your paper.  
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Bridge - The first few sentences of the introduction briefly summarize the content, meaning, or focus of the text.  Provide the author’s name and the title of the text somewhere in the introduction.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Thesis - The thesis is where you state the focus or purpose of your essay.    The thesis should list the subtopics (which are the focus of each of the body paragraphs).  The order in which you list them is the order in which you’ll discuss them.  
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Conclusion Paragraph
Restated Thesis - Use a transitional phrase to begin your concluding paragraph.  The first sentence restates your thesis from the introductory paragraph.  Avoid using the same wording you used in your introduction.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Review Subtopics:  Write three sentences (one summarization sentence for each of the three main points from your body paragraphs).  

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Concluding Thoughts:  The final part of your conclusion states the larger significance of your thesis.  For example:  Why do these traits matter to the development of the story?  What’s the universal significance or larger lesson to be learned from the text and your essay? Why do I care?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph #1 – Character Trait 1
Topic Sentence – Clearly introduce the character trait. 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Quote Set Up – Set up the context of the quote so it is clear WHERE in the story the quote comes from, and WHO said it.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Quote – Insert your text quote, including your parenthetical citation.

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Analysis of Quote – Analyze your quote. Prove how they support your character trait. Your analysis should not summarize what your quote already said.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Concluding Sentence – Use a transitional phrase and write a concluding sentence that connects to the overall significance and development of the story. Why does this trait matter?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph #2 – Character Trait 2
Topic Sentence – Clearly introduce the character trait. 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Quote Set Up – Set up the context of the quote so it is clear WHERE in the story the quote comes from, and WHO said it.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Quote – Insert your text quote, including your parenthetical citation.

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Analysis of Quote – Analyze your quote. Prove how they support your character trait. Your analysis should not summarize what your quote already said.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Concluding Sentence – Use a transitional phrase and write a concluding sentence that connects to the overall significance and development of the story. Why does this trait matter?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
 Body Paragraph #3 – Character Trait 3
Topic Sentence – Clearly introduce the character trait. 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Quote Set Up – Set up the context of the quote so it is clear WHERE in the story the quote comes from, and WHO said it.

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Quote – Insert your text quote, including your parenthetical citation.

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Analysis of Quote – Analyze your quote. Prove how they support your character trait. Your analysis should not summarize what your quote already said.
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Concluding Sentence – Use a transitional phrase and write a concluding sentence that connects to the overall significance and development of the story. Why does this trait matter?

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
